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The Regimes Museum Journal is a dedicated publication for academics, scholars, and students to have an opportunity to publish their 
research while enjoying the works of other contributors as well. The R.M. Journal is intended for peer reviewed professional research ar-
ticles that deal with human rights issues, repressive regimes, war, and other topics related to these general fields. All work submitted will 
be examined and some will be selected to be published in the Journal. Please see our submission form below.  

Please contact regimesmuseum@gmail.com for more information or to join the mailing list to receive a digital copy of the Journal and 
future publications.  

Since the R.M. Journal is a peer reviewed academic journal for history, papers that deal with dictatorship, war, repression, genocide, hu-
man rights issues, and other topics of this nature are sought specifically. It should also be noted that while the Museum deals with regimes 
of the 20th and 21st centuries, the Journal seeks papers on all time periods including current human rights issues as well. Contributors are 
generally broken down into three categories, each with their own featured section in the Journal.  

Category one is designated for professors, scholars, and academics that study history and related fields*. In this section, professional 
researchers will have a chance to share their research with fellow scholars and the general public. Academics who submit material for 
publication must go through a peer review process prior to being published.  

Category two is dedicated for young researchers that have done work in history or a related field as a student of a university. This part of 
the Journal provides an opportunity for young researchers to share their work and ideas with professionals, their peers, and the general 
public. Graduate and undergraduate students who wish to publish are also subject to an academic review process prior to publication.  

Category three is for individuals who are not affiliated with an educational institution but wish to share their stories or research. This sec-
tion provides journalists, private researchers, and individuals or families who lived under a regime or dictatorship with an opportunity to 
share their stories or work that would generally not be available to a wide audience.  

Criteria to Publish: Educational institutions, museums, and archives can also use the R. M. Journal as a way to publicize events, exhibits, 
and new programs as well. If you wish to use the Journal to share news about your institution please email us at regimesmuseum@gmail.
com and send us any information you would like published in the Journal. This can include upcoming programs and events as well as 
news regarding your institution. Images and texts must belong to your institution and you, as the contributor, give the Regimes Museum 
and the R.M. Journal permission to use said information for publication and distribution. In order for your work to be considered for the 
R.M. Journal, you must follow specific criteria;  1. All work sent for consideration must be your work entirely and not plagiarized or cop-
ied from other sources. We also do not accept work that has been published previously. A peer review process is in place for all academ-
ics, scholars, and students.  2. All sources used must be cited. You may use MLA, APA, or Chicago style.  3. Any images or graphics you 
would like us to use for your work must be your own, used with permission from the owner, or can be public domain if it is indicated.  

*No copy-protected material of any kind will be used unless a permit of use has been granted to the Regimes Museum by the owner. As an 
academic publication, the Regimes Museum Journal strives for excellence and therefore your work must be your very best as well.  

*Please Note* The editors reserve the right to edit, alter, or reject any work submitted. For more information on how to become a con-
tributor, please contact regimesmusem@gmail.com. *While history is the central focus, papers from other disciplines are accepted if they 
deal with the subject matter. The editors will determine papers selected for publication. If you have work that has appeared in another 
publication and you wish to have it appear in the R.M. Journal, it may not be the exact same piece of work. It can be a summary or a 
re-written version. The editors reserve the right to refuse any publication and are not responsible for or endorse any statements made by a 
contributor. All opinions and statements made by a contributor are solely their own.



Greetings, dear readers! It has been a busy summer and eventful so far at Regimes Museum. 
Our directors went to Germany to connect with local museums and to do reseacrh on totalitari-
anism for an upcoming book. Moreover, Regimes Museum will be working with new partners 
to provide an experience-based educational program that will take visitors to Berlin. Stay tuned 
for more details and information!

Threads of Utopia also warpped up in early July and was very well received by visitors to the 
Pollak Library at California State University, Fullerton. In fact, our exhibition was featured in 
an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal for June 28, 2019.

Also in the pipeline for next year is Youth Under Dictators, which is currently wrapping up the 
writing phase and object photographing is almost complete as well. 

We are also excited to announce that we have been collaborating with the General Patton 
Museum, who currently have some of our Holocaust related material in their newly renovat-
edWorld War II exhibit space. Keep reading this issue to see pictures of their newly renovated 
exhibition space and where to find some of our objects on display. 

Be sure to stay tuned for more information about these programs by following us on our so-
cials and by checking our website!

Founder/Executive Director
         Dr. Marc T. Voss

     President of the Board
      Ms. Heather E. Moore



 In light of the extreme division between 
the two political parties, people have turned to main-
stream media to keep up with political current events. 
Mainstream media has prioritized audience attention 
rather than providing truthful content. Various news 
publications and networks are known to favor either 
the right or left political parties, often resulting in 
biased news. Impartiality results from an emphasis 
on certain angles and perspectives which support the 
audience’s respective preference. Hence, political 
commenters have become significant influencers in 
shaping political opinions. In order to maintain the 
audience interest and viewership which often gener-
ates money for the news establishment, media outlets 
have provided skewed news reports with hyperbolic 
titles to gain attention and revenue. Mainstream media 
fails to deliver unbiased information due to viewer’s 
confirmation bias, sponsorships and investments, and 
media becoming a fourth estate. All of these factors 
are detrimental to a functioning democracy.

 The intention of this essay is to investigate 
factors that contribute to bias in reported news and 
examine how those factors are detrimental to a func-
tioning democracy. A functioning democracy is de-
fined as the principle of equality of rights, opportunity, 
and treatment, or the practice of this principal (Collins 
Dictionary). For the purposes of this essay, democracy 
will be defined as a system of Government that is free 
of speech restrictions, free of associations of higher 
control, and free of a single force determinant of what 
occurs and its outcomes.  Mainstream media is defined 
as traditional forms of mass communication, such as 
newspapers, television, and radio (as opposed to the 
Internet) regarded collectively (Oxford Dictionaries). 
However, for the purposes of this essay, only news 
networks, such as Fox, MSNBC, NPR, etc., will be 
considered as mainstream media. The first factor, con-
firmation bias, refers to the phenomenon that individu-
als select messages more frequently or spend dispro-
portionately more time with messages that align with 
preexisting opinions over information that challenges 
preexisting views (Westerwick, Axel, et al. 2017).
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The second that will be examined is sponsorships, and 
how sponsorships influence what is reported on news 
outlets. The second factor to examine is media as a 
fourth estate. The fourth estate is defined as an inde-
pendent institutional source of political and cultural 
power which monitors and scrutinizes the actions 
of the powerful in other spheres (“The Death of the 
Fourth Estate” 2013, 146).

 The easy accessibility of media has allowed 
people to turn to news sources that align with their 
political beliefs. Republicans are more likely to turn 
to news outlets that support conservative beliefs and 
morals, while Democrats are more likely to turn to 
news outlets that support liberal beliefs and morals. 40 
percent of Republicans get their news from Fox News 
while only 7 percent of Democrats get their news from 
Fox News (Lichterman 2017). Similarly, 30 percent 
of Democrats turn to CNN to get their news and 18 
percent of Republicans turn to CNN for their news 
(Lichterman 2017).

 A case study examined news outlets and how 
they impacted misperceptions about the Iraq war 
during George W. Bush’s presidential term. Although 
there were many misperceptions that were studied in 
the case study, this essay will only focus on one of the 
misperceptions. Before the war, a majority of Ameri-
can citizens believed that Iraq were in possession of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (Kull et al.2003, 577). 
However, after the war the United States was not able 
to find any evidence that linked Iraq to a Weapons of 
Mass Destruction or any physical Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (Kull et al.2003, 572). Respondents were 
asked the question, “Has the United States found Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction since the war ended?” 
(Kull et al., 2003 584). 33 percent of Fox News view-
ers believed that the United States had found Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction (Kull et al., 2003, 584). 
While 20 percent of CNN viewers held the same 
misperception (Kull et al., 2003, 584). The reported

statistic is evident of how confirmation bias is deleteri-
ous to the functioning democracy. Respondents from 
the Republican party had a higher of percentage of 
people who held the misperception than respondents 
from the Democratic party which is an indication that 
Fox News reported information that would support 
the audience’s preference which ultimately resulted 
in false information. The action of people selectively 
turning to certain news outlets that favor a political 
party was the single determinant that led them to be-
lieving false information.

 Money and power hold heavy influence in 
today’s society; they allow politicians to influence 
what is reported in news outlets. During the 2010 elec-
tion, over thirty employees from Fox News endorsed 
and campaigned for over three hundred Republican

“The fourth estate is defined as an 
independent institutional source of 
political and cultural power. . .”

“Rove and his political organization, 
American Crossroads and Cross-
roads GPS, raised more than 50 mil-
lion dollars to fund advertisements 
that would target the Democratic 
party.”
organizations and candidates (Brock and Rabin-Havt, 
2012 213). Karl Rove, a political contributor for the 
Fox News Channel, is vocal about his standing with 
the Republican Party (“Karl Rove”). Rove and his po-
litical organization, American Crossroads and Cross-
roads GPS, raised more than 50 million dollars to fund 
advertisements that would target the Democratic party 
(Brock and Rabin-Havt 2012, 216). Rove’s wealth 
allowed him to use Fox News as a platform to achieve 
his own political agenda which was to defame the 
Democratic party. Sponsorships from political contrib-
utors compromises the functional democracy because 
they allow politicians with higher power to control 
information that is released through news outlets. 
Similarly, sponsorships also deny free speech because 
the type of information and advertisements that are re-
leased through mainstream media is censored through 
the influence of money and power.

 An example of mainstream media being cen-
sored through the influence of money and power is the 
Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc. The Sinclair Broadcast
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Group is a company that started in the 1970’s by the 
Smith Family. The company owns and operates mul-
tiple television stations and channels across the nation, 
including Fox News, ABC, and CBS. The Sinclair 
website states, “Sinclair owns and operates, programs 
or provides sales services to more television stations 
than anyone and has affiliations with all major net-
works.” The statement is an indication that the com-
pany is aware of its power and influence that they hold 
on mainstream media. The number of TV stations that 
the company owns is problematic because it questions 
the ethics behind mass media.  It questions the ethics 
behind mass media companies to use their ownership 
of large mass media companies to their own political 
advantage because many viewers may not be aware 
that the news that is reported is influenced by money, 
bias, and power. Andy Kroll, reports, “… a Washing-
ton Post analysis found that Sinclair stations ran 15 
‘exclusive’ interviews with Trump, 10 with running 
mate Mike Pence, and 10 more with campaign sur-
rogates, By contrast, the company’s stations aired 
zero interviews with Hillary Clinton, five with Sen. 
Time Kaine, Clinton’s pick for vice president, two 
with Chelsea Clinton, and none with any other top 
surrogates.” (Kroll, 2017 54) During the 2016 presi-
dential election, the Sinclair Broadcast Group aired 
more interviews with the Republican candidates than 
the Democratic candidates. Sinclair Broadcast Group 
did not allow equal air time for both parties which is 
problematic because viewers of Sinclair’s broadcast-
ing stations only received political information from 
the Republican perspective, leading in strengthened 
viewers’ confirmation biases. News monopolies, such 
as Sinclair, are problematic because television stations 
under the ownership are subject to biased news and 
manipulation of what is broadcasted.

 Historically, mainstream media served to 
provide citizens with honest and accurate news. Ide-
ally, the role of mainstream media as the fourth estate 
would be to defend the rights of citizens and report 
any abuse that takes place in the Government (Whit-
ten-Woodring and James, 2012 114). In 1963, Bernard 
Cohen said, “The press may not be successful much of
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the time in telling people what to think, but it is stun-
ningly successful in telling its readers what to think 
about.” (Amodu et al., 2014 4). This statement was 
broken down into two concepts: media will not tell 
an audience how to think, and media will not tell an 
audience what to think about (Amodu et al., 2014 4). 
Mainstream media as the fourth estate should moni-
tor and scrutinize the actions of wealthy politicians 
and the Government, but it fails to deliver truthful 
and reliable news to its audience. After the 2003 Iraq 
War, many viewers of Fox News held the mispercep-
tion that Iraq possessed Weapons of Mass Destruction 
even though this fact was proven to be false. This is a 
clear example of a news outlet guiding an audience to 
“how to think”. Based on the definition of mainstream 
media as the fourth estate, mainstream media should 
be report informational and honest news. Unfortunate-
ly, mainstream media as the fourth estate has become 
detrimental to the functioning democracy because it 
delivers biased news that influences the knowledge of 
the audience.

 The reality of mainstream media is that there is 
an expectation that news outlets will provide an audi-
ence with biased information due to factors such as 
viewer’s confirmation bias, sponsorships, and the role 
of media as the fourth estate. Republicans are likely to 
turn news outlets such as Fox News, while Democrats 
are likely to turn to news outlets such as CNN because 
it reports information from a perspective that reinforc-
es their political values. The statistical findings for this 
raises a concern to the functional democracy because 
supporters of the Republican and Democratic party 
are being led to misleading information. Furthermore, 
sponsorships of mainstream media allow for wealthy 
political contributors to influence the output of infor-
mation reported. This factor disturbs a functioning de-
mocracy, sponsorships allow higher authority figures 
to spread their political beliefs through the influence 
of money and power. Lastly, mainstream media has 
become a fourth estate which is harmful to a function-
ing democracy because biased information is the news 
that is delivered to the audience.
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Regimes of Twentieth-Century Germany 
From Historical Consciousness to Political Action 
 

Marc T. Voss  
 

Marc T. Voss is Founder and Executive Director of the Regimes Museum, USA. 
He works as an adjunct faculty member at Chapman University, USA, is the 
lead editor of the R.M. Journal, and has authored several works. 

 
"The strength of Voss' study lies in his integrative approach. Not only does he 
advance previous concepts of historical construction but he also develops a new 
paradigm that he then supports through empirical analysis. This is a thought 
provoking read for those interested in history didactics and interdisciplinary 
historical research."  
- Dr. Lemuel Edward Day, Department of Sociology, Chapman University, USA 
 
About the book 
Regimes of Twentieth-Century Germany studies how history didactics can 
contribute to preserving freedom and peace by incorporating an action component 
into historical consciousness research and by broadening its charter along age 
target group related, interdisciplinary, and international dimensions. This is 
investigated both on a conceptual and an empirical basis with specific focus on the 
two dictatorships of twentieth-century Germany. Specifically, there are three 
objectives: Further the conceptual development of historical consciousness 
research by incorporating an action component labeled action consciousness; 
empirically research knowledge, attitudes, and action consciousness of adults as 
well as the forms of historical cultural socialization both with respect to the NS and 
the SED dictatorships; derive recommendations for the further development of 
history didactics. Based on a discussion of the chosen research methodology, a 
review of the results of the empirical study is presented. 
 
CONTENTS 
1. Introduction 
2. Research Subject, Objectives, and Hypotheses 
3. On the Need to Incorporate an Action Component in History Didactics 
4. Review of Select Previous Research 
5. A Concise Theory of Action Consciousness 
6. Research Methodology and Approach 
7. Research Results 
8. Extending Reach and Role of History Didactics 
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Your Papers Please!!! -Techniques used by the MfS to Identify Counterfeit and Forged 
Identity Documents
 
By Ralph Pickard
 Throughout the Cold War, the Warsaw Pact 
and western governments actively used their security 
and law enforcement agencies to conduct a cat and 
mouse game against each other in identifying counter-
feit and forged documents.  Even after the end of the 
Cold War in 1990 through today, the magnitude of the 
problem of counterfeiting and forgery continues to be 
a major issue for governments around the world.  This 
is especially true when criminal elements or unscru-
pulous persons have incorporated the latest technol-
ogy.  

 Since the beginning of the Cold War, Warsaw 
Pact governments used different types of identity doc-
uments.  These documents included passports, driver 
licenses, identity cards and other official documents.  
Persons using counterfeit and forged documents ac-
quired them to hide their true identity, conduct illegal 
or clandestine work or for financial gain.  

 The focus of this article will be East Germa-
ny’s efforts to identify counterfeit and forged docu-
ments. The term counterfeit means that a document 

or entry/exit stamp is a reproduction meant to re-
semble an original.  A forgery, on the other hand, is an 
original that has been changed or altered in some way.  

 As a side note, there were a number of Eastern 
Bloc countries that conducted counterfeit and forgery 
activities during the Cold War that involved what was 
known as “active measure” operations.  Active mea-
sure operations could be overt or covert and meant to 
mislead, target or destabilize individuals, companies 
or countries with disseminated false information.  
There were a number of Soviet and Warsaw Pact 
countries security agencies that were aggressively 
involved in active measures.  

 Although not Cold War era, here is a very 
good example that illustrates state level involvement 
in counterfeiting activities of historical significance 
during the Second World War.  The German Third 
Reich during the war were involved in a number of 
forgery operations, however one such remarkable 
operation involved in the  production of counterfeit 5, 
10, 20 and 50 British Pound notes.  This operation  
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was known as “Operation Bernhard” named after SS 
officer Bernhard Kurger. This operation was con-
ceived in 1939, however it was not fully at its height 
until 1942. 

 Further, this operation was secretly facilitated 
within Sachsenhausen concentration camp, involving 
a number of Jewish prisoners with unique and spe-
cial skills in producing the counterfeit notes.   It was 
reported that by the end of the Second World War that 
over 134 million British pound notes were printed 
and that roughly 10 percent were considered usable.  
Figure 1 provides a historic example of an original 
counterfeit British five pound note that was produced 
for Operation Bernhard during the Second World War.

 Since the beginning of the Cold War, the East 
German government required its population and those 
visiting from the West to carry official identity docu-
ments at all times.  The East German government 
created the regulations, just after the official creation 
of the East German state, October 1949.  Over time, 
the East German government improved or updated 
its regulations for identity, travel and other official 
permits in East Germany and Western Europe.

 Along the East German borders and the Berlin 
sectors were East German border guards.  These bor-
der guards were also known as East German Grenz-
truppen. The Grenztruppen border guards protected

 
Figure 1.  An original Operation Bernhard counterfeit 
British five pound note with watermarks.  

their border from the western militaries and prevented 
their own population from escaping to the West.  The 
border checkpoints were also manned by East Ger-
man border guards, however the persons who actu-
ally manned the border checkpoints were members 
of the East German Ministry for State Security (MfS 
– STASI) who wore East German border guard uni-
forms and rank as a cover to hide their true identity as 
members from the MfS.  

 The history of the MfS personnel manning 
the border control points date back to the early 1960s 
under the Main Department Passport and Control 
(Hauptabteilung (HA) Paßkontrolleinheiten – PKE).  
Later, when Main Department VI (HA-VI) was estab-
lished, PKE was restructured under this unit through 
the remainder of the Cold War (additional background 
and history of PKE and HA-VI can be found in STASI 
Decorations and Memorabilia, Volume II, pages 310 
to 313).  The manual in Figure 2 is an early original 
MfS PKE classified book (TOP SECRET) used to 
teach MfS border inspectors to identify counterfeit or 
forged documents.

Figure 2. Training booklet for passport inspectors.
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 The following Figures 3 through 6 are sample illustrations from the classified 1965 MfS training hand-
book in Figure 2.  The illustrations provide some insight into the techniques that were taught to MfS border 
inspectors from the mid-1960s.  

Figure 2, page 12.  An original classified MfS handbook used to teach passport inspectors in identifying docu-
ments used to cross the borders sectors.  The date of this classified MfS book is June 1965.    

Figure 3.   An original East German police stamp 
from the town of Gotha.

 Figures 3 and 4 show two examples of an 
original and a forged East German police (volkspo-
lizei – VP) stamp from Gotha, East Germany.  The 
arrows in both figures illustrate areas of concern 
between the original and forgery stamp.  In this 
instance, the focus was on the areas of the wreath, 
compass and hammer and the letters “T” and “G” 
for comparison.

 Figure 4.   A forged East German police stamp from 
the town of Gotha.

 Figures 5 and 6 show an original and forged 
control point stamps related to the Wartha control 
point from 1963.  In this instance the MfS inspec-
tor focus was on the spacing of the letter “W” in the 
word Wartha.  The dotted straight lines on the origi-
nal KPP stamp in Figure 5 never cross each other.  
While the dotted straight lines in Figure 6 cross each 
other.  

  Figure 5.   An original East German KPP control 
point stamp.  The acronym KPP in the illustration 
stands for Kontrollpassierpunkt (Control Pass Point).  

Figure 6.   A forged East German KPP control point 
stamp.  
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 Additionally, the forged KPP stamp in Figure 
6 highlight some other problems for further inspec-
tion as pointed out by the numerous arrows.

   The following Figures 7 through 11 are 
sample illustrations from a 1988 MfS HA-VI small 
green handbook used by MfS border inspectors on 
the East German borders and along the Berlin sec-
tors.  

 Figures 7 and 8 show samples of an origi-
nal and forgery West German passports.  The two 
examples show a section of the background imprint 
of each passport.  In this instance, what to look for 
in the forgery passport in Figure 8 is how the lines 
are not completely connecting with each other like 
the lines are in the original background imprint in 
Figure 7.

Figure 7.   An original background imprint of a West 
German (BRD - Federal Republic of Germany) pass-
port.

 Figure 8.   A background imprint forgery of a BRD 
passport.

 In Figures 9 and 10, both illustrations show 
how the same passport looks under normal lighting 
and under ultraviolet lighting.  This would train the 
MfS inspector to know what the passport looked 
under different lighting conditions such as using the 
UV light when the passport was being reviewed at a 
border station or sector control point to ensure it was 
original.    

 Figure 11 is a good illustration showing 
the bindings of both original and forged passports.  
The original passport binding on the left side of the 
photograph shows a near perfect thread holes along 
the center of the passport.  This is compared to the 
forged passport binding on the right side of the pho-
tograph that shows uneven threading.  

Figure 9.   An original Rwanda passport under nor-
mal lighting.  

Figure 10.   This is the same original Rwanda pass-
port in Figure 9, however it is under UV lighting.  
This is to illustrate the hidden security features that 
are not seen under normal lighting.
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 Passports, driver licenses and other special 
documents were not the only official documents 
that had special or unique security features in them 
throughout the Cold War.   There were a number of 
other official documents including the MfS iden-
tity booklet in Figure 12 that used unique security 
features to prevent any counterfeiting or forgery.  
Some of the security features illustrated in the MfS 
identity booklet include the background imprint and 
the near perfect holes for threading as highlighted by 
the red outlined boxes in Figure 12.  

 Figure 11.   Two different examples of passport bind-
ings from an original and forged passports.  

Figure 12.   An employee’s MfS identity booklet issued by the MfS District Office of Potsdam.

 Further, the colored quarterly stamps on the 
left side of the MfS identity booklet in Figure 12 
were also unique and important.  These quarterly 
stamp colors assisted the MfS personnel such as 
building guards by letting him know that the indi-
vidual was still current in the MfS organization. The 
symbol and color of each of the stamps were very 
important to each quarter and were the same for all 
issued MfS identity booklets from 1986 to 1990.   
In this instance, the MfS employee was issued the 
Potsdam MfS identity booklet in August 1988, 
which was the third quarter in 1988 as indicated.  

 This article has provided some overall in-
sight into how MfS personnel identified counterfeit 
and forged documents throughout the Cold War.   
However from available information, the West also 
during the Cold War was concerned about counter-
feit and forgery passports and other official docu-
ments from around the world.  

 From 1986 to 1992, the United States Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) published an unclas-
sified multi-page color booklet titled the Redbook, 
Figure 13.  This book was used to identify coun-
terfeit and forgery passports and other information 
about real passports that were stolen from different 
parts of the world.  The last Redbook to be published 
was in 1992 after the end of the Cold War when one 
threat was ending, while another threat was begin-
ning to emerge against the west, radical terrorism.



 Today, countries around the world continue 
to deal with counterfeits and forgeries through the 
use of new technology that has continually evolved 
and going beyond what was encountered during the 
Cold War.  However, even with new technology, the 
global authenticity arms race continues to be a se-
curity threat and where bio-metrics has entered into 
today’s landscape. This highlights the ongoing issue 
that we all are facing.  
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Figure 13.   Front cover of the 1992 Redbook.  
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SNEAK PREVIEW SCREENING 

30th Anniversary
Remastered Edition
Weapons of the Spirit

September 17 | 7 p.m. 
Chapman Auditorium, Memorial Hall

Pierre Sauvage
Documentary filmmaker 

As most of the world closed 
its doors to Jews desperately 
seeking a safe haven from Nazi 
persecution, Le Chambon-sur-
Lignon, a Protestant village 
in the upper reaches of the 
Loire Valley in France, did 

the opposite. The people of Le Chambon welcomed 
all who arrived on their doorstep. Inspired by a 
charismatic, pacifist pastor, André Trocmé, and his 
spouse, Magda, Le Chambon distinguished itself 
as a community of compassion. Ultimately, the 
ordinary heroes of Le Chambon and the surrounding 
communities saved some 5,000 refugees, mostly Jews. 

This is a story acclaimed documentary filmmaker 
Pierre Sauvage was meant to tell: born and protected 
in Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, he returned to the village 
just in time to film the story of those—Christians and 
Jews—who lived it.

Originally released in 1989 to rave reviews and many 
awards, this newly remastered edition of the film is 
as timely now—perhaps even more so—as it was 30 
years ago.

Lecture Series Fall 2019

Shards of Memory – Symbols of Hope 

A conversation follows the screening with 
Pierre Sauvage and Dr. Lisa Leitz, Chair, 
Department of Peace Studies, Wilkinson 
College of Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences, Chapman University.

Co-sponsored by the Department of Peace Studies, the 
Department of History, and the Department of Religious Studies, 
Wilkinson College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
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(714) 628-7377 or 
RodgersCenter@chapman.edu
Chapman.edu/holocausteducation

Admission is Free

Alexandra Zapruder
Author of Salvaged Pages: Young 
Writers’ Diaries of the Holocaust

IN CONVERSATION WITH

Peter Feigl
Holocaust Survivor
and Diary Writer

Words of Memory and Hope:
Young Writers’ Diaries of the Holocaust

September 24 | 7 p.m. 
Chapman Auditorium, Memorial Hall

In this lecture, author Alexandra Zapruder will share the 
intensely personal writings of young diarists of the Holocaust. 
Most of the diarists perished. 

Alexandra Zapruder was a member of the founding staff of 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, 
D.C. Her book, Salvaged Pages, received the National Jewish 
Book Award for 2001-2002. Ms. Zapruder is also the author 
of Twenty-Six Seconds: A Personal History of the Zapruder Film.

Diarist Peter Feigl will join Ms. Zapruder in conversation 
following her lecture. Born in Berlin, he moved with his parents 
to Vienna in 1937 where he was baptized as a means of 
protecting him from the increasing antisemitism. In 1938, the 
family fled to Belgium and then to France where they were 
detained in Gurs as enemy aliens. His parents’ effort to 
secure U.S. immigration visas failed and they were deported 
to Auschwitz. Orphaned, Peter began writing a diary that 
he hoped one day to share with his parents. He survived 
in hiding -- for much of the time in Le Chambon -- before 
reaching Switzerland in May 1944. He emigrated to the 
United States in 1946.

Copies of Salvaged Pages: Young Writers’ 
Diaries of the Holocaust will be available for 
purchase. Book signing will follow the lecture.
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The Relevance of Conflict Theory in Modern Times
 
By Marley Mehring

  Conflict theory, developed by Karl Marx, 
discusses the idea that all of society is in constant 
conflict with one another over limited resources 
(Crossman 2019). The theory also discusses how 
those in power do anything to maintain that power, 
and that every individual and group in a society work 
to their own benefit. Marx’s theory is correct, it un-
derlines how social inequality always has been, and 
always will be, a key issue in societies. The theory 
focuses on conflict, and how it is the drive for social 
change. Without this conflict between classes, social 
change could not happen, according to Marx’s theory. 
Every resource is limited, so there will always be 
groups fighting for whatever they can get, especially 
if that resource is beneficial to the well being of the 
group. Marx suggests that the two main groups in 
society are the bourgeois, the rich upper class that 
makes up a small percentage of the population, and 
the proletariat, the remaining majority of a society 
(Kenton 2019). While these two groups exist, and are 
arguably the key players in the majority of conflicts 
between social groups, Marx fails to recognize the 
existence of other social classes, such as those living

in extreme poverty. While groups like this represent 
a smaller population size than either of Marx’s two 
main groups, they are still social classes that contrib-
ute to the overall social inequality of societies, and 
they compete for the same resources that others do. 
Marx’s conflict theory is not incorrect, in fact, it is 
still relevant today in understanding modern conflicts 
and social inequality, however, in order to fully un-
derstand why this theory is still useful other minority 
classes, the role inequality plays in social change, and 
criticisms of the theory, such as feminist and queer 
theory, must also be examined.

 In modern times, a large example of this 
conflict over limited resources is war, affecting a 
class Marx fails to recognize, the minorities living in 
extreme poverty. Major wars happening in the world 
right now are often rooted in competition for these 
limited resources. These wars are often instigated by 
the bourgeois, and fought by the proletariat. Marx’s 
theory of conflict generalizes these categories, but 
fails to recognize the group of individuals in a society 
living in extreme poverty that are affected by these
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wars and fight for the same resources. Marx’s theory 
only examines those who instigate the wars, and 
those who fight them. However, those living without 
protection in areas of war, who are in extreme pov-
erty are not discussed by Marx and are affected by 
conflict since they are not able to protect themselves. 
They compete for limited resources, such as food and 
water, as other groups do. This added competition for 
resources makes obtaining them difficult for all par-
ties involved. In an article by Ashley Crossman, Karl 
Marx himself best describes why these smaller groups 
of individuals in a society must be recognized, “a 
house may be large or small; as long as the neighbor-
ing houses are likewise small, it satisfies all social 
requirement for a residence. But let there arise next to 
the little house a palace, and the little house shrinks 
to a hut” (Crossman 2019). Social inequality cannot 
be looked at as only two houses, the bourgeois and 
the proletariat, even the small huts and huge palaces 
must be seen as well to understand all levels of social 
inequality present in today’s society. While Marx’s 
theory generally summarizes the main two compo-
nents of social classes, the existence of the other mi-
nority groups, such as those in extreme poverty, play a 
role as well in competing for resources and furthering 
that social inequality that leads to conflict.

 Karl Marx uses his theory of conflict to ex-
plain the ever increasing exploitation of the working 
class by the upper class, something that historically 
has led to social revolution, and further change. It is 
no secret that many believe social inequality exists in 
today’s society around every corner. This belief claims 
that those in power take advantage of those with 
less power, and the cycle continues. Conflict theory 
brings to light the point that people will always take 
advantage of those with less power than them, thus 
the creation of conflict. An article by Lumen Learning 
describes social revolutions in relation to economic 
class, “These revolutions or ‘class antagonisms’ as he 
called them, were a result of one class dominating

another” (Learning, Accessed 2019). Social revolu-
tions are provoked by this conflict between classes, 
which leads to social change. A key point of conflict 
theory is how social change is created through this 
conflict. Without an imbalance in society between 
classes, there would be no unrest, and revolutions 
would never happen. The Civil Rights Movement of 
the mid 1900’s was sparked through inequality and 
discrimination. The typically richer upper class of 
white people oppressed and took advantage of the 
often lower class black population. The editors of 
History.com describe the oppression of the lower class 
of African Americans prior to the Civil Rights move-
ment, “To marginalize blacks, keep them separate 
from whites and erase the progress they’d made during 
Reconstruction, ‘Jim Crow’ laws were established in 
the South beginning in the late 19th century. African

“Social inequality cannot be 
looked at as only two houses, the 
bourgeois and the proletariat. . .”

“The Civil Rights Movement of the mid 
1900’s was sparked through inequality 
and discrimination. The typically richer 
upper class of white people oppressed 
and took advantage of the often lower 
class black population.”
Americans could not use the same public facilities as 
whites, live in many of the same towns or go to the 
same schools” (Editors 2009). This inequality led to 
one of the biggest social turning points of the 20th 
century in America. Few would try to argue the point 
that the Civil Rights movement did more harm than 
good, as it resulted in the demolition of oppressive 
laws that kept social classes in conflict with one anoth-
er, proving that Marx’s theory stands correct, that so-
cial inequality leads to change. However, another key 
issue with Marx’s theory is that he fails to recognize 
that not all inequality in society is purley about social 
class economics or wealth. Social inequality can come 
from prejudices and discrimination, without the issue 
of social classes playing a role. People can be dis-
criminatory to others of equal power for reasons such 
as race, gender, political opinions, and countless other 
reasons. In today’s society, differences in opinion on 
issues such as gender identity, politics, abortion, and 
other topics cause conflict between same social classes 
between people of equal power. Marx may be correct
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that social classes fight with other classes over a bal-
ance of power and a competition for resources, but 
social inequality can come from within these groups as 
well and cause conflict for reasons other than limited 
resources. Especially in modern times, when many 
of these resources are readily available to the average 
American citizen, conflicts are increasingly occur-
ring due to differences in opinion. That being said, it 
is still true that many issues such as political conflicts 
and wars stem from social inequality based on class 
and power struggles, but not all modern conflicts are 
rooted in this same idea. 

 Marx’s theory has been disproven time and 
time again by new theories that differ with the original 
idea that competition for limited resources is the driv-
ing force for conflict, yet these new theories do not in-
validate conflict theory, they only open more doors to 
further dive into the theory. One theory that has gained 
stronger support in modern times is feminist theory. 
This new theory has been used to “disprove” Marx’s 
theory in the way that it focuses on inequality between 
men and women, and conflict over something other 
than limited resources. . Authors from Lumen Learn-
ing describe it, “From the early work of women soci-
ologists like Harriet Martineau, feminist sociology has 
focused on the power relationships and inequalities 
between women and men” (Learning, Accessed 2019). 
Contrary to many views that this new theory invali-
dates conflict theory, in fact, it enforces Marx idea that 
social inequality will always exist, and that this im-
balance leads to social change. Instead of disproving 
Marx’s theory, new theories like feminist theory only 
allow one to dive deeper into the meaning of conflict 
theory, and find details in society it can apply to, such 
as the imbalance between men and women in society. 
Critical Theory is also used at times to disprove Marx, 
as it argues mainly that one should question institu-
tions such as education (Bohman 2016).

 Critical Theory suggests that not everything 
should be taken at face value, as the generalization of 
classes in conflict theory does. Though conflict theory 
does generalize society, it leaves room for those abid-
ing by Critical Theory ideology to think outside of the 
limits conflict theory imposes. Like feminist theory, 
Critical Theory does not disprove Marx’s idea, instead 
it offers a new lens in which to use conflict theory in 
order to apply it to more situations in modern society, 
and does not eliminate the logic behind the theory, just 
offers different perspectives and opportunities to use 
conflict theory in other applications. Many other up 
and coming theories, such as queer theory, are being 
created that are said to disprove Marx’s theory, yet 
they only enforce this notion conflict theory discusses 
of inequality being an unavoidable aspect of society, 
and that this is what causes the changes that progress 
society in both positive and negative ways.

 theory is useful to generalize conflicts and 
summarize how and why social changes stem from in-
equality in society, an issue that will always be present 
in any society. His theory is not incorrect, it just fails 
to recognize the details of minority classes and con-
flicts separate from class and power based struggles. 
Mark Walker describes Marx theory, “The way beyond 
this impasse is to accept Marx’s view of human nature 
as a normative rather than a descriptive theory. That is, 
we ought to remake the biological aspects of ourselves 
to be the non-contradictory beings that Marx envi-
sioned: as beings who are more predisposed to being 
productive and social” (Walker 2004). Conflict theory 
should be used as an umbrella theory that describes the 
normative features of society: social inequality will al-
ways be present, and this inequality leads to conflicts, 
often over limited resources, which is the driving force 
for social changes. The Civil Rights movement of the 
20th century proves that an imbalance between social 
classes and in equality amongst people leads to social 
change. Offshoots to conflict theory only allow for 
ways to examine the theory more deeply, and open up 
new windows into viewing Marx’s ideas.

“This new theory has been used to “disprove” 
Marx’s theory in the way that it focuses on 
inequality between men and women, and 
conflict over something other than limited 
resources.”
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Thirty years ago this November, the Berlin Wall 
opened up and ordinary Berliners began chip-
ping away at the concrete monolith that divede 
Berlin for 28 years. Here are two pieces these 
Wall peckers chipped away that have made it 
into Regimes Msueum’s collection. The piece 
on the left was generously donated by Sarah 
Wissing.
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Above: An official voting ballot for the annexation of Austria along with the infamous Anschluss medal. The 
ballot not only lumped the decision to add Austria to the Third Reich, it was also used to reconfirm a vote for 
Hitler’s party. The Medal was awarded to soldiers who were part of the occupation army that marched into Aus-
tria.

Below Left: Here is a medla of the Korean People’s Army. Its is the Order of Military Service 3rd class 
and was awarded to members who completed military service in the army, navy, and air force. Below 
Right: This is a foam souvenir from the 2010 World Cup in which the North korean soccer team partici-
pated. It was the first time the DPRK sent a soccer team since 1966.
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Explore the newly renovated General George Patton Museum of Chiriaco Summit! 

Our new institutional partner has updated their exhibit and invited Regimes Museum to display some of our 
objects from our Holocaust collections. Get an exclusive sneak peek only in the Regimes Museum Journal!

Above and left: Some of our Holocaust items 
on display in the new WWII timeline exhibit 
located in the newly renovated Chandi West 
Wing. 

Below: The history of the Desert Training 
Center.
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The Exhibit features a timeline of WWII as well as the his-
tory of the training center in the deserts of Southern Califor-
nia. Below Left is a Pearl Harbor display and on the right 
is a uniform worn by members of the army who trained on 
Sherman tanks out in the desert.

Above: The entrance to the Chandi West Wing. The timeline weaves local history and world history together. We 
are proud to be part of the General George Patton Museum’s transformation, even if only in a small way. For those 
of you passing through Chiriaco Summit, this museum is well worth a visit. Also be sure to check out their large 
tank yard that features not only tanks but also some relics that have since been found on the grounds of the former 
Desert Training Center. It is a highly informative and family friendly Museum!
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In preparation for the publication of the next issue of the Regimes Museum Journal, we would 
like to send out a call for papers for the upcoming issue. If you wish to contribute research, a per-
sonal eyewitness account, or expand the historical, sociological, philosophical, cultural, or social 
discourse on dictatorships, war, human rights issues, tyranny, or a related topic, please email us 
at regimesmuseum@gmail.com or visit us at www.regimesmuseum.org/rmjournal for more infor-
mation and further consultation.

Join us in our endeavor to enlighten and inspire future generations to preserve history and cul-
ture one story at a time!
                                                                ___________________

Are you a museum, educational institution, or a business? Ask us about advertising in the R.M. 
Journal today! Contact us at regimesmuseum@gmail.com for further consultation.
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Of course the people don’t want war. Why should some poor slob on a farm want to risk his life in a war when the best 
he can get out of it is to come back to his farm in one piece? Naturally, the common people don’t want war neither in 
Russia, nor in England, nor for that matter in Germany. That is understood. But, after all, it is the leaders of the coun-
try who determine the policy and it is always a simple matter to drag the people along, whether it is a democracy, or a 
fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought 
to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the 
peacemakers for lack of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works the same in any country. -Goering

The founders of a new colony, whatever Utopia of human virtue and happiness they might originally project, have in-
variably recognized it among their earliest practical necessities to allot a portion of the virgin soil as a cemetery, and 
another portion as the site of a prison. -Hawthorne

Socialists believe in two things which are absolutely different and perhaps even contradictory: freedom and organiza-
tion. -Halèvy

It is significant that the nationalization of thought has proceeded everywhere pari passau with the nationalization of 
industry. -Carr

Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. -Acton

In a country where the sole employer 
is the State, opposition means death by 
slow starvation. The old principle: who 
does not work shall not eat, has been re-
placed by a new one: who does not obey 
shall not eat. -Trotsky

The control of the production of 
wealth is the control of human
life itself. -Belloc

A program whose basic thesis is, not that 
the system of free enterprise for 
profit has failed in this generation, 
but that it has not yet been tried. -FDR

The finest opportunity ever given to the
world was thrown away because the
passion of equality made vain the 
hope for freedom. -Acton

Learn about tyranny, dictatorship, and repression across history and culture to spread hope, peace, freedom, and 
awareness on human rights issues. -Regimes Museum

When authority presents itself in the guise of organization, it develops charms fascinating enough to convert 
communities of free people into totalitarian States. -The London Times

We should expect tyranny to result from democracy, the most savage subjection from an excess of liberty. -Plato

We were the first to assert that the more complicated the forms assumed by civilization, the more restricted the freedom 
of the individual must become. -Mussolini

What has always made the state a hell on earth has been precisely that man has tried to make it his heaven. - Hölderlin

All tyranny needs to gain a foothold is for people of good conscience to remain silent. -Burke


