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On exhibition April 3, 2019 - June 30, 2019, in the Salz-Pollak Atrium Gallery of Pollak Library.

ABOUT THE CURATORS

Heather Moore, is a graduate student at California State University, Fullerton and staff at the Regimes Museum 
in Orange County.

Dr. Marc T. Voss, Founder and Executive Director of the Regimes Museum.

 
ABOUT THE EXHIBIT

The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of a nation divided. The scars left behind by National 
Socialism and its expansionist racial war against the Soviet Union helped set the course for what would become 
the German Democratic Republic, a nation that would model itself after the examples set by the leaders in Mos-
cow. Along with these efforts, the Cold War in Europe required all partners and friends of Soviet Russia to make 
a commitment to maintaining peace and security, which meant setting up armed forces in each of the Warsaw 
Pact nations including East Germany.

The Threads of Utopia exhibition is a small snapshot of the GDR and a selection of her uniforms. It makes an 
effort to show the uniform traditions of East Germany both in the military as well as in the civil services. Juxta-
posing the background and transformations of the GDRâ€™s uniforms and related paraphernalia are stories and 
a concise history of the GDR that show the East German leadersâ€™ desire to shape the lives of their citizens 
from cradle to grave, what happened to those who did not fit in, and how the socialist experiment ultimately 
collapsed.
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Lauren Conser is a freshman at Chapman University. Pursing a 
career in secondary education, she is majoring in Integrated Edu-
cational Studies and English. Sociology, literature and especially 
rhetoric fascinates Lauren; she is looking forward to exploring 
these fields more both as a current student and a future teacher.

Ralph Pickard is the author of the impressive three-volume 
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several articles that have been well received by both collector and 
academic circles. The author works at a US intelligence agency 
and his methodical research methods are evident in his work.
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The Regimes Museum Journal is a dedicated publication for academics, scholars, and students to have an opportunity to publish their 
research while enjoying the works of other contributors as well. The R.M. Journal is intended for peer reviewed professional research ar-
ticles that deal with human rights issues, repressive regimes, war, and other topics related to these general fields. All work submitted will 
be examined and some will be selected to be published in the Journal. Please see our submission form below.  

Please contact regimesmuseum@gmail.com for more information or to join the mailing list to receive a digital copy of the Journal and 
future publications.  

Since the R.M. Journal is a peer reviewed academic journal for history, papers that deal with dictatorship, war, repression, genocide, hu-
man rights issues, and other topics of this nature are sought specifically. It should also be noted that while the Museum deals with regimes 
of the 20th and 21st centuries, the Journal seeks papers on all time periods including current human rights issues as well. Contributors are 
generally broken down into three categories, each with their own featured section in the Journal.  

Category one is designated for professors, scholars, and academics that study history and related fields*. In this section, professional 
researchers will have a chance to share their research with fellow scholars and the general public. Academics who submit material for 
publication must go through a peer review process prior to being published.  

Category two is dedicated for young researchers that have done work in history or a related field as a student of a university. This part of 
the Journal provides an opportunity for young researchers to share their work and ideas with professionals, their peers, and the general 
public. Graduate and undergraduate students who wish to publish are also subject to an academic review process prior to publication.  

Category three is for individuals who are not affiliated with an educational institution but wish to share their stories or research. This sec-
tion provides journalists, private researchers, and individuals or families who lived under a regime or dictatorship with an opportunity to 
share their stories or work that would generally not be available to a wide audience.  

Criteria to Publish: Educational institutions, museums, and archives can also use the R. M. Journal as a way to publicize events, exhibits, 
and new programs as well. If you wish to use the Journal to share news about your institution please email us at regimesmuseum@gmail.
com and send us any information you would like published in the Journal. This can include upcoming programs and events as well as 
news regarding your institution. Images and texts must belong to your institution and you, as the contributor, give the Regimes Museum 
and the R.M. Journal permission to use said information for publication and distribution. In order for your work to be considered for the 
R.M. Journal, you must follow specific criteria;  1. All work sent for consideration must be your work entirely and not plagiarized or cop-
ied from other sources. We also do not accept work that has been published previously. A peer review process is in place for all academ-
ics, scholars, and students.  2. All sources used must be cited. You may use MLA, APA, or Chicago style.  3. Any images or graphics you 
would like us to use for your work must be your own, used with permission from the owner, or can be public domain if it is indicated.  

*No copy-protected material of any kind will be used unless a permit of use has been granted to the Regimes Museum by the owner. As an 
academic publication, the Regimes Museum Journal strives for excellence and therefore your work must be your very best as well.  

*Please Note* The editors reserve the right to edit, alter, or reject any work submitted. For more information on how to become a con-
tributor, please contact regimesmusem@gmail.com. *While history is the central focus, papers from other disciplines are accepted if they 
deal with the subject matter. The editors will determine papers selected for publication. If you have work that has appeared in another 
publication and you wish to have it appear in the R.M. Journal, it may not be the exact same piece of work. It can be a summary or a 
re-written version. The editors reserve the right to refuse any publication and are not responsible for or endorse any statements made by a 
contributor. All opinions and statements made by a contributor are solely their own.



Greetings, dear readers! It has been a blast getting the new and updated Threads of Utopia 
exhibition up at Cal. State University, Fullerton, Pollack Library. The staff was absolutely 
wonderful and they were very helpful in getting this exhibit on campus. The reception was also 
fantastic and our speakers delivered an engaging and gripping story of life behind the Berlin 
Wall. The visitors enjoyed the guided tour and was, overall, very well received. The exhibit 
runs from April 3 until July 2. So far, we have had many visitors who came by the library for 
self guided tours. The feedback has been only positive! If you are in the area, come by Pollack 
Library and say hello. It has been a real pleasure working with everyone at CSUF and we hope 
to continue providing programs there. 

Also in the pipeline for next year is Youth Under Dictators, which is currently wrapping up the 
writing phase and object photographing is almost complete as well. Stay tuned for more up-
dates on where you can see Youth Under Dictators.

We are also excited to announce that we have been collaborating with the General Patton 
Museum, who currently have some of our Holocaust related material in their newly renovated-
World War II exhibit space. 

We have also welcomed a new member to our team. Mr. Ralph Pickard joined Regimes Mu-
seum as resident historian earlier in 2019 and has been a regular contributor to the RM Journal. 
We welcome him and thank him for all his input, enthusiasm, and research contributions!

Beyond the exhibits, we are working on an symposium/conference that aims to bring together 
scholars and graduate students to share their research on totalitarianism. Be sure to stay tuned 
for more information about these programs by following us on our socials and by checking our 
website!

Founder/Executive Director
         Dr. Marc T. Voss

     President of the Board
      Ms. Heather E. Moore



 In every language, words exist because they 
are needed to express ideas used by the people of 
that culture. Cussing, for example, is part of many 
languages. In the United States, it is a part of every-
day vernacular. The words themselves have a nega-
tive connotation, and using cuss words is generally 
considered indecent by U.S. citizens. Despite this 
aversion, the emphasis and symbolism that people 
place on cussing causes it to become a part of culture. 
However, do we need cussing? Should it be censored? 
According to Merriam Webster dictionary, to cuss 
means “to use profanely insolent language against;” 
therefore, cuss words have a negative meaning (Mer-
rimack-Webster, 2018). Though cussing may not be 
acceptable in some situations, in the context of media, 
cussing is more loosely accepted. The social stigma of 
cussing and the notoriety it receives from the media 
causes it to be overused; however, censoring cussing 
would only add to its appeal. Still, we need to decide 
what we as a society want to emulate. To explore this, 
I will first discuss the negativity of cussing in the con-
text of media. Next, I will explain why cussing is a 
part of our culture despite its contradiction to societal 
values. Then, I will argue why censoring cussing only

perpetrates it, using Stasi East Germany as an ex-
ample, and what we can do instead. Lastly, I will 
summarize how these ideas come together to prove 
that by society putting so much emphasis on cussing, 
it became a negative factor of mainstream American 
culture.

 What is cussing, and how does it have a social 
stigma? I will mainly use the terms cuss and cussing to 
refer to vulgarity. I will use the terms cussing, profani-
ty and swearing interchangeably, as our current culture 
considers both as a part of vulgar language (LaMorte, 
2018, 5). It is important to address profanity in the 
media because our values of free speech and morality 
are clashing, and it shows in media laws. Media laws 
categorize profanity as “obscenity, indecent and pro-
fane” (Federal Communications Commission, 2017). 
The fact that obscenity is restricted by law reflects 
the moral values of the United States as a whole, that 
cussing is indecent. Why is it considered indecent? 
Since the cuss words have been deemed inappropriate 
for so long, profanity is now used to communicate
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strong negative feelings to emphasize an idea. This is 
related to the Sapir-Worf hypothesis of linguistic rela-
tivity, which states that language forms how people 
think (Ferris, 2018, 80). According to George Orwell, 
“if thoughts corrupt language, language can also cor-
rupt thought” (Boland, 2017). If the words we use 
frame our thoughts, what impact does a culture that 
values cussing have on our perceptions? Now, there 
are many circumstances in which people cuss; Steven 
Pinker, in his novel, “The Stuff of Thought,” describes 
five ways in which people swear:
• “Descriptively (Let’s fuck)
• Idiomatically (It’s fucked up)
• Abusively (fuck you)
• Empathetically (This is fucking amazing)
• Cathartically (Fuck!)” (Harbeck, 2015)
Descriptive and idiomatically swearing is very casual, 
more casual than idiomatically swearing which can 
have varying degrees of emotion attached to it depend-
ing on the situation. Abusively swearing is more often 
than not used in anger, though it is more common 
now for friends to abusively swear at each other as a 
joke. Empathetically swearing is used to emphasize. 
The last, cathartically swearing is described as a pain 
release. If our words shape our thoughts and percep-
tions, then all these different circumstances are be-
ing shaped by the swear word being used. The social 
meaning we give cuss words hold social power. Pinker 
explains, “something about the pairing of certain 
meanings and sounds has a potent effect on people’s 
emotions” (Pinker, 2007, 326). So, when we use cuss 
words, all those negative emotions have an effect on 
the context of what we are saying. Profanity is often 
directly related to violence and anger. For example, a 
study by Pediatrics found that in middle school teens, 
there was a direct correlation between media and opin-
ions on violence and profanity (Coyne, 2011). Also, 
rap, which is attributed to American culture, generally 
is negatively themed and involves extensive profanity. 
However, in this case, cussing is used to express emo-
tions. According to The Odyssey, “if you actually sit

down and listen to these songs and what the artists are 
talking about, you will often find they’re talking about 
where they came from and how they were raised. 
For those who were raised in profane environments, 
profanity is how they get across the message they are 
trying to relay” (Medved, 2017). 

 In rap, cussing is more of another way of 
expression, that is why cussing belongs in rap. It is 
negatively focused. In this case, cuss words are being 
used as an artistic way to express extreme negative 
feelings, and that has a place in society. However, 
when people start using cuss words because they think 
they are cool, cuss words begin to lose their emphasiz-
ing meaning and only spreads the negativity. So while 
cussing is one way to express negative emotions, does 
it really belong in every sentence we say?

“According to George Orwell, “‘if 
thoughts corrupt language, lan-
guage can also corrupt thought’”

“when people start using cuss words because 
they think they are cool, cuss words begin 
to lose their emphasizing meaning and only 
spreads the negativity. So while cussing is 
one way to express negative emotions, does it 
really belong in every sentence we say?”
 Profanity is incorporated into American culture 
despite it being considered indecent. It is in movies, 
books, jokes; people’s ideals are reflected in media 
such as movies and books, so therefore, it can be 
deduced that cussing, to some extent, is valued. But 
why? What does it symbolize? Is it a sign of maturity? 
Coolness? Worldliness? First, we must evaluate how 
cussing became a part of culture. The social stigma 
ironically causes cuss words to be used more, which 
in turn, continues the circle of profanity becoming 
more ingrained in our society. This is explained by the 
Social Cognitive Theory (SCT). SCT explains how 
individuals, groups and society influence each other 
to create culture through repetition (LaMorte, 2018, 
5). The behavior is then encouraged or discouraged 
depending on society’s reaction to it. For example, one 
of the components of SCT is the idea of behavioral ca-
pability, which is a person’s ability to understand and 
act on a behavior and learn from the consequences. 
This is how everyone is taught cuss words: we hear 
a cuss word, and see the reaction it evokes. Maybe if 
you said a cuss word as a child, your parent might
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have shushed you or even punished you. Benjamin 
K. Bergen, author of  “What the F: What Swearing 
Reveals About Our Language, Our Brains and Our-
selves,” describes this as the “profanity paradox” be-
cause “‘the paradox is that its that very act of suppres-
sion of the language that creates those same taboos 
for the next generation’” (Wong, 2017). This passing 
down of emotional baggage is what allows cuss words 
to maintain their stigma and meaning. Comedians use 
this to their advantage by using profanity to emphasize 
what they are saying, while simultaneously pointing 
out how uncomfortable people are with cussing. Ac-
cording to one comedian, 

“Vulgarities are often considered vulgar for the same 
reason [as swear words]; they raise a subject that is not 
considered socially acceptable to talk about, hence the 
“shock value” in their use. . .the universal thread of 
effective comedy is the element of surprise (or shock, 
however subtle) in bringing to light the unspoken 
thoughts or social nuances that people relate to, for 
better or for worse. . .” (Boland, 2017). 

 Another component, reinforcements, is most 
directly related to the media (I will use the term media 
to refer to literature, movies, radio and social media.) 
In this component, responses to a specific behavior 
(whether positive or negative) will either encourage 
the behavior or discourage it (LaMorte, 2018, 5). Now, 
media caters to what they think people want to see, 
which means that society is already moving towards 
becoming more prone to violence and profanity. But 
media also continues the circle by reinforcing behav-
iors and beliefs. An example of how media, specifical-
ly entertainment, reinforces profanity is how cussing is 
used in the movie It. In one scene, the character Richie 
begins to attack the clown Pennywise, and says, “I’m 
going to kill this fucking clown.” Richie could have 
just said, “I’m going to kill this clown,” and it still 
would have meant the same thing; however, Richie’s 
characteristic cussing gives him the status of a “fight-
er,” which appeals to the movie’s teenage audience 
(Westbrook, 2018). ). Another component, expecta-
tions, is “the anticipated consequences of a person’s 
behavior” (LaMorte, 2018, 5). For example, a study

8

on negative-attention behavior in third-grade students 
found that for the boys whose parents were non-atten-
tive, “it was not uncommon for the male subjects to 
swear or use profanity when speaking to the teacher 
or to others in the class” (Peretti, 1983, 187). An-
other example was a research experiment done by 
Jon Swain which studied how ten to eleven year old 
boys in an English Junior School gain status without a 
competitive sport (Swain, 2002). Swain found that the 
easiest way to gain status at this school was to work 
hard, attain academic achievement, have athletics or 
participate in cussing (Swain, 2002, 100). In this case, 
participating in cussing is seen as a worthy achieve-
ment, a mark of wit. The boys would often abuse each 
other with words, sometimes between friends but also 
as competition to show superiority. These examples 
give insight to how profanity is a part of American 
culture. In the example of the school boys, cussing 
is glorified as a mark of power. In the case of Richie 
from It, cussing represents anger and strength. The 
media advertises cuss words as symbols of power, yet 
that power does not stem from a positive source; cuss-
ing does not solve problems, but creates divides: me 
over you. So cussing is a part of American culture, but 
that conflicts with cultural norms of what is appropri-
ate language. Look at it this way; people censor cuss-
ing on radio and TV during the day to protect children 
from being exposed to cussing. If we think cussing is 
bad enough to not want to teach that to our kids, why 
are we exemplifying it?

 So, should we censor cussing? To answer that 
question, we need to decide what we want to emu-
late as a society. Now, we have censorship laws that 
allow the media to maintain their free speech while 
also allowing people to choose their entertainment. 
This is a great compromise, but still, I am concerned 
when I hear excessive cussing. . I do not think it will 
help to censor cussing more than it is currently. Also, 
as discussed earlier, the whole reason cussing is bad 
is because it is related to negative thinking. Outlaw-
ing it will not change anyone’s mindset, only limit our 
freedoms and make people angry. An example of this 
is totalitarian governments, which want everyone to 
conform to the government (TedTalksDirector, 2014).
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They even control language so they conform to this 
idea of a happy place, such as the previous Stasi (se-
cret police) of East Germany did not allow cussing. In 
a Ted Talk, Hubertus Knabe commented on the flaws 
in socialism. “In the communist ideology, there is no 
place for criticism. Instead, the leadership stuck to the 
belief that socialism is a perfect system, and the Stasi 
had to confirm that [belief]” (TedTalksDirector, 2014). 
Cussing went against their ideology because it is re-
lated to negative emotions. No one cusses in paradise. 
Besides the fact that Stasi East Germany did not have 
the other aspects of a paradise to really make a good 
society, the failure of the Stasi proved that a govern-
ment cannot control people into believing they live 
in a paradise. Also, when you outlaw something like 
cussing, it only gives it more appeal; just look at Pro-
hibition. But educating people on the effects of cuss-
ing and really thinking about what we want to emulate 
as a society can start to change our culture. What if 
all individuals made a conscious decision to change 
how they acted in life in a positive way. Their actions 
would then affect their outlook in a positive way. This 
applies to everything, not just cussing. Culture chang-
ing not by law, but by individuals choosing how to 
live their lives. After all, cussing became a part of our 
culture by individuals and media, and we can change 
our culture in the same way. See it as moving forward: 
not going back to hiding feelings, but moving forward 
to changing perspective.

 Cussing is negative and overused because of 
the media and individuals propagating it in American 
culture, but it does not have to be that way. Outlawing 
cuss words would be against our beliefs and ultimately 
useless; instead, let us choose, as individuals, what 
we each want to emulate in our life. By spreading this 
information, we can change the perspective of our 
society while still maintaining our rights. Language is 
language, it will change over time, and there is no hard 
and fast rules we can or even should use to change 
it. But if individuals decided for themselves that they 
wanted to change; we could maintain our freedoms 
while also becoming a better society.
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Regimes of Twentieth-Century Germany 
From Historical Consciousness to Political Action 
 

Marc T. Voss  
 

Marc T. Voss is Founder and Executive Director of the Regimes Museum, USA. 
He works as an adjunct faculty member at Chapman University, USA, is the 
lead editor of the R.M. Journal, and has authored several works. 

 
"The strength of Voss' study lies in his integrative approach. Not only does he 
advance previous concepts of historical construction but he also develops a new 
paradigm that he then supports through empirical analysis. This is a thought 
provoking read for those interested in history didactics and interdisciplinary 
historical research."  
- Dr. Lemuel Edward Day, Department of Sociology, Chapman University, USA 
 
About the book 
Regimes of Twentieth-Century Germany studies how history didactics can 
contribute to preserving freedom and peace by incorporating an action component 
into historical consciousness research and by broadening its charter along age 
target group related, interdisciplinary, and international dimensions. This is 
investigated both on a conceptual and an empirical basis with specific focus on the 
two dictatorships of twentieth-century Germany. Specifically, there are three 
objectives: Further the conceptual development of historical consciousness 
research by incorporating an action component labeled action consciousness; 
empirically research knowledge, attitudes, and action consciousness of adults as 
well as the forms of historical cultural socialization both with respect to the NS and 
the SED dictatorships; derive recommendations for the further development of 
history didactics. Based on a discussion of the chosen research methodology, a 
review of the results of the empirical study is presented. 
 
CONTENTS 
1. Introduction 
2. Research Subject, Objectives, and Hypotheses 
3. On the Need to Incorporate an Action Component in History Didactics 
4. Review of Select Previous Research 
5. A Concise Theory of Action Consciousness 
6. Research Methodology and Approach 
7. Research Results 
8. Extending Reach and Role of History Didactics 
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The WKM,  the Chernobyl Clean up Badge, KGB OCU Badge

By Ralph Pickard

 During the Cold War there were a number of 
official diplomatic embassies and missions that were 
operating in East Berlin.  The members of those dip-
lomatic embassies had their own security personnel to 
protect their embassy staff.  The host government, in 
this case East Germany, had the responsibility and ob-
ligation of protecting and ensuring nothing occurred 
to their diplomatic guests and their facilities.  The 
requirement of protecting their diplomatic officials 
fell onto the Wachkommando Missionsschutz Berlin 
(The Guard Command Mission Berlin), this unit was 
known as WKM – Berlin.

 This small unit was established in 1965 and 
fell under the leadership structure of the East German 
People’s Police (DVP) through the end of the Cold 
War. The members who worked within the WKM-
Berlin were trusted people’s police officers who were 
further vetted to ensure their utmost commitment 
and no connections to the West. .  They also received 
additional training because of the type of daily work 
they performed while protecting their diplomatic 
guests and their facilities.

 

The Berlin Wachkommando Missionsschutz 
ceremonial wall plate.
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  Additionally, the East German Ministry for 
State Security (MfS) was not officially involved 
with the WKM-Berlin, however they monitored 
and received reports on all activities related to the 
WKM-Berlin and diplomatic embassy personnel.  

 The two Cold War artifacts on the right are 
from the WKM-Berlin unit.  The ceramic plate on 
the top right along the rim reads Wachkommando 
Missionsschutz Berlin.  The words “BOTSCHAFT 
DER UDSSR IN DER DDR” translates to “Embas-
sy of the USSR in the GDR”.  The building on the 
center of the ceramic plate is an illustration of the 
front of the Soviet Embassy located in East Berlin.  
The pennant on the bottom right reads “remember-
ing the 4th sports festival of friendship” presented 
in Berlin 1975.  This friendship pennant was pre-
sented on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
liberation, 30th anniversary of the DVP and the 10th 
anniversary of the WKM.  The 30th anniversary of 
the liberation and DVP relates to the end of World 
War II and the creation of the DVP in 1945.  While 
the 10th anniversary of WKM relates to the creation 
of the unit in 1965. 
   * * * 
The 10th Anniversary badge of the Separate 
Training Center (OCU) presented in 1991.  The 
Separate Training Center was established by the 
Soviet Committee for State Security (KGB) on 19 
August 1981.  This training center was under the 
operational control of the KGB First Main Director-
ate, 8th Department of Directorate “S”.  This KGB 
facility was set up to train personnel from the opera-
tional KGB unit Vympel.

Chernobyl accident (April 1986) clean up partici-
pant.  This badge was presented to the soldiers of 
the internal troops of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
(MVD), USSR who participated in the work of liq-
uidating material from the accident at the Chernobyl 
Nuclear Power Plant.  The members of the Soviet 
MVD were overall involved with internal state se-
curity duties and investigations throughout the Cold 
War. HBO will be airing a five-part historical drama 
miniseries related to the Chernobyl disaster.    Ac-
cording to the HBO website, the release date for the 
miniseries is May 2019.  
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Billions of dollars exist in illegal black mar-
kets around the country, untouchable by 
governmentsthat could apply that money to 

state-funded functions and contribute to safer liv-
ingenvironments. Legalizing certain black market 
products would be beneficial because our govern-
ments could tap into this revenue source to improve 
education, police protection, andmore. Furthermore, 
there may be non-fiscal benefits to legalizing some 
black-market products. For example, Colorado 
legalized marijuana, and the non-fiscal benefits 
include: decreased crime rates, decreased unem-
ployment rates, and smaller percentages of deaths 
due to substance abuse incidents, on top of a steady 
revenue source. While the fact is that marijuana is 
still an illegal product in most states, based on these 
advantages, it could be concluded that marijuana 
does far more good than bad. This same risk-benefit 
analysis can be applied to other black market prod-
ucts. However, the majority of black market prod-

ucts are illegal for a reason because they do far more 
bad than good. Researching black market products 
that have potential to serve society financially and 
lessen the effect of crime and unemployment is a 
concept worth looking into. While some products 
should most definitely stay illegal because of the 
damage they cause,some currently illegal markets 
may not be as bad as we think.

 After the legalization of marijuana, a once-
black-market-product valued at over $100 billion, 
Colorado has seen significant benefits in tax income, 
economic yield, unemployment rates, and crime 
rate. The most obvious benefit of legalizing marijua-
na is the spike in revenue; Colorado brought in over 
$40 million in the first ten months of recreational 
legalization of the drug. Marijuana also turned out to 
be a more fervent economic driver than most exist-
ing industries because of its economic yield.

Markets and Morality: Harnessing Black Market Dollars

By Kiersten Johnston



 For example, for every one dollar spent by the 
distributor, over two dollars is produced in retail 
profit by the consumer. This is important because a 
common concern about the legalization of marijuana 
is the risk of lost tax revenue on top of enforcement 
costs as we’ve seen with alcohol and tobacco. Alco-
hol and tobacco were expected to generate revenue 
when legalized, but instead the cost of production 
ended up outpacing the revenue those products pro-
duced, hence yielding a negative return on invest-
ment. By comparison, when adjusted for inflation, 
marijuana’s black market is worth $2billion more 
than alcohol and tobacco, and its superior economic 
worth is exemplified by the economic output of one 
dollar to two, I.E. for every dollar spent to produce, 
transport, distribute, two dollars are turned as profit. 
Because this money is now accessible, the state 
government of Colorado is able to apply this money 
to improve state functions. For example, Colorado 
spent less than 1% ($2.5 million) of its newfound 
$40 million to hire health professionals for state 
schools. If less than one percent of this income 
can so greatly impact one state-funded function, a 
small portion of money can be applied to other state 
responsibilities such as transportation and police 
protection.

 This influx of revenue gave Colorado leeway 
to improve their state functions such as education, 
transportation and police protection, but Colorado 
isn’t only making more money from marijuana, 
they’re saving money as well. Arrests for both pos-
session and cultivation of
marijuana have gone down by more than 80%, 
saving the taxpayers of Colorado $300 per arrest. 
Outside of cultivation and possession, violent and 
property crime rate has decreased as well. On top of

this, the unemployment rate in Colorado is at a six 
year low after more than 18,000 jobs were created 
from the recreational marijuana industry.

 Many people still have their doubts about 
marijuana and the effects it has on general health 
and the state of mind it inhibits. While science has 
proved that marijuana can be an aid in medicine, the 
risk-benefit ratio of getting high can be debated. . 
However, the unknown or unrealized benefits that 
some currently illegal products possess may out-
weigh the doubts people have about them, doubts 
that are often the result of deep-seated moral condi-
tioning rather than science. The negative connota-
tions with marijuana have thus far been disproved 
by its success in Colorado. For example, because 
marijuana is now available legally it is being chosen 
over alcohol by people who, in the past, would’ve 
preferred to use marijuana but didn’t want to run 
the risk of arrest - and we’re all safer for it. Traf-
fic deaths have decreased tremendously because 
the rate of drunk driving has decreased due to the 
preference for marijuana. Furthermore, the health 
detriment that alcohol poses is far greater than that 
of marijuana. Alcohol causes liver damage, ag-
gressive behavior, alcohol poisoning,and addiction 
whereas marijuana may cause a clouded state of 
mind, but not much more, for those intimidated by 
the misguided belief that marijuana is a “narcotic”, 
it is definitely the lesser of two evils when compared 
with a legal product such as alcohol.

 Just as Colorado has done with marijuana, 
we can investigate other top dollar products on the 
black market and weigh their pros and cons to see 
if they would be beneficial or harmful if they were 
legal. For example, the organ trade black market is 
a thriving issue. According to the May 27th 2012 
issue of The Guardian, “The illegal trade in kidneys 
has risen to such a level that an estimated 10,000

“The negative connotations 
with marijuana have thus far 
been disproved by its success 
in Colorado.”
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“Because this money is now 
accessible, the state govern-
ment of Colorado is able to ap-
ply this money to improve state 
functions.” 



black market operations involving purchased human 
organs now take place annually, or more than one 
an hour, as reported by the World Health Organiza-
tion.” We have a high demand for organs in the U.S., 
and not nearly enough organs to satisfy the demand. 
While legalizing the black market organ trade would 
deepen the divide between the rich and the poor, the 
pros would far outweigh the cons. Legalizing the 
organ trade would give us the power to implement 
regulations such as the surgery must be done in a 
level one trauma center by a board certified surgeon 
and if one was to receive an organ all the proper 
documentation could be done. Currently, organ trade 
is happening- just done by non accredited surgeons 
and undercover surgeries. This is not sterile, safe, or 
regulated. In countries such as China and India, “the 
most vulnerable and desperate are undergoing risky 
surgery in filthy hospitals.” (The Daily Mail, April 
9th, 2015) According to this same article, “donors 
regularly put their lives on the line for just $5,000 
from...gangs who then sell on the body parts for up 
to $200,000 a time.” If organ sales were made legal 
and heavily regulated, the profit-motivator for crimi-
nals would be removed.

 Furthermore, while it is true that only the 
rich would be able to afford directed organs, this 
would mean the rich would be removed from the 
UNOS list. The UNOS have over 100,000 people 
lined up to receive an organ. If those who could af-
ford an organ could buy one via direct donors, the 
UNOS list would be cut in half. The poor would be 
able to receive organs from those who voluntarily 
agree to be an organ donor, and the rich could buy 
an organ via a direct donor. There would have to be 
a qualified intermediary between individual sellers 
and buyers of organs, as with the buying and sell-
ing of firearms. Selling to an individual through an 
institution may be a good way to track the transac-
tions of organs. On top of getting closer to match-
ing the supply and demand curve, we’d be limiting 
the amount of illegal and hazardous surgeries being 
performed on the black market by some fraction.

We accomplish all this good for society while free-
ing the money from the illegal market for our gov-
ernment to utilize. 

 However, there are other high priced black 
market products that cause too much harm to be 
considered for legalization. For example, one of the 
top money makers of the narcotic black market is 
methamphetamine. Methamphetamine, otherwise 
known as crystal meth, “acts as a psycho-stimulant 
to release dopamine in the brain..” (National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse, February 2017) and attack the 
body’s nervous system. This is harmful to the body 
because the abnormal amount of chemicals being 
released creates an overactive state of mind. Another 
example of harmful, but expensive, black market 
product is heroin. Heroin deteriorates the immune 
system, causes tooth decay, and causes harm to the 
white matter of the brain. Heroin is also one of the 
most addictive drugs in the world, which would be 
a huge profit-motivator, but completely unethical 
to apply because of the damage it inflicts on the 
human body. This is why legalizing black market 
products is a fine line. We don’t know where to stop, 
and, between generating regulations and guidelines, 
legalizing black market products creates a whole 
new industry full of unexplored issues and sce-
narios. Many negative outcomes such as corruption 
and policy disagreement have the potential to arise 
from legalizing black market products, but we won’t 
know unless we make an attempt.

 By legalizing certain black market products 
after a risk-benefit analysis, we can benefit from the 
income they generate and have the power to regulate 
the trade. In Colorado, marijuana created a source of 
revenue and had many other positive effects, such as 
providing a safer alternative for substance use. Colo-
rado was able to improve their education system 
with less than 1% of their earnings and unemploy-
ment, crime, and death rates have all been lessened. 
While there are many negative connotations with 
black market products, many of these illegal prod-
ucts call for further research to analyze their poten-
tial prosperity. For example, the organ trade black 
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market has potential to not only create revenue but 
to make the trade safer as a whole and get people 
their organs more efficiently. However, the cons of 
most illegal products do outweigh the pros and we 
need to take caution when considering legalization. 
We should take control and benefit from black mar-
ket products whose benefits outweigh harm because 
of the many improvements we can achieve finan-
cially and socially.

   Sources:

● http://changingminds.org/explanations/emotions/
fear_greed.htm

● https://www.backgroundcheck.org/9-most-cov-
eted-items-on-the-black-market/

● https://thinkprogress.org/5-states-weighing-mari-
juana-legalization-would-reap-enormous-economic-
benefits-study-suggests-cb06831

● http://www.drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/Colo-
rado_Marijuana_Legalization_One_Year_Status_Re-
port_1.pdf

● https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-
reports/heroin/what-are-long-term-effe
cts-heroin-use https://mises.org/library/does-capital-
ism-make-us-more-materialistic

● https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/may/27/
iran-legal-trade-kidney

● http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3031784/
Inside-illegal-hospitals-performing-thousands-black-
market-organ-transplants-year-200-000-time.html

● https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/
methamphetamine
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Crumbling Empire: The Power of Dissident Voices
The Wende Museum, Culver City, California
Sunday, February 10, 2019 - Sunday, June 2, 2019

Upside-Down Propaganda: The Art of North Korean Defector Sun Mu
The Wende Museum, Culver City, California
Sunday, February 10, 2019 - Sunday, June 2, 2019 

Red Alert! Air Raid Sirens of Los Angeles: Art Installation by Nicole Weingart
The Wende Museum at The Armory, Culver City, California
Sunday, February 10, 2019 - Sunday, June 2, 2019 
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Come see our new and updated Threads of Utopia Exhibit! For those who missed our 
reception, check out the pictures in this gallery. A very BIG Thank you goes to all that 
helped make this exhibit possibe!
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Top: Students look at the end portion of the exhibit after 
the main event concluded. Bottom left: A visitor browses 
the Stasi portion of the exhibit before the reception and 
tour began. Bottom left: A close up of the Major General 
uniform of the DDR.
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The exhibit space shortly before the doors opened.

Some of the audience at the openeing speeches for the reception.
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This is a 1975 Robotron 1715 per-
sonal computer. Back then, one of 
these cost 19,000 East German Marks 
each. Most ended up at factories, uni-
versities, government facilities, and 
schools.

Below Left: A 1940s era Socialist Unity Party membership pin. The early 
versions of the SED party pins were larger than the ones that appeared later. 
They were issued through the latter 1940s and 1950s. Below Right is a visor 
cap cockade for the People’s Police. It is a 1950s vintage.
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With 2019 marking 30 years since the fall of the Berlin Wall, we thought it prudent to present a wooden honor 
plate of the East German trade union organization, the FDGB. This plate was awarded on the 30th anniversary 
of the founding of the organization. With the DDR now gone for 30 years, this plate is a stark reminder that, 
while most believed that there would be many more anniversaries, ultimately nothing lasts forever. 

This medal was commissioned to celebrate 30 years of the 
founding of the German Democratic Republic. Known as the 
30 Year State Anniversary Medal, it is one of the most com-
mon medals out there. It was issued to members of the Party, 
military officials, the Combat Groups of the DDR, and even 
ordinary citizens of the DDR who had served the state during 
its founding in 1949.



A close-up of a DDR Major General 
Uniform
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In preparation for the publication of the next issue of the Regimes Museum Journal, we would 
like to send out a call for papers for the upcoming issue. If you wish to contribute research, a per-
sonal eyewitness account, or expand the historical, sociological, philosophical, cultural, or social 
discourse on dictatorships, war, human rights issues, tyranny, or a related topic, please email us 
at regimesmuseum@gmail.com or visit us at www.regimesmuseum.org/rmjournal for more infor-
mation and further consultation.

Join us in our endeavor to enlighten and inspire future generations to preserve history and cul-
ture one story at a time!
                                                                ___________________

Are you a museum, educational institution, or a business? Ask us about advertising in the R.M. 
Journal today! Contact us at regimesmuseum@gmail.com for further consultation.
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Of course the people don’t want war. Why should some poor slob on a farm want to risk his life in a war when the best 
he can get out of it is to come back to his farm in one piece? Naturally, the common people don’t want war neither in 
Russia, nor in England, nor for that matter in Germany. That is understood. But, after all, it is the leaders of the coun-
try who determine the policy and it is always a simple matter to drag the people along, whether it is a democracy, or a 
fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought 
to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the 
peacemakers for lack of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works the same in any country. -Goering

The founders of a new colony, whatever Utopia of human virtue and happiness they might originally project, have in-
variably recognized it among their earliest practical necessities to allot a portion of the virgin soil as a cemetery, and 
another portion as the site of a prison. -Hawthorne

Socialists believe in two things which are absolutely different and perhaps even contradictory: freedom and organiza-
tion. -Halèvy

It is significant that the nationalization of thought has proceeded everywhere pari passau with the nationalization of 
industry. -Carr

Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. -Acton

In a country where the sole employer 
is the State, opposition means death by 
slow starvation. The old principle: who 
does not work shall not eat, has been re-
placed by a new one: who does not obey 
shall not eat. -Trotsky

The control of the production of 
wealth is the control of human
life itself. -Belloc

A program whose basic thesis is, not that 
the system of free enterprise for 
profit has failed in this generation, 
but that it has not yet been tried. -FDR

The finest opportunity ever given to the
world was thrown away because the
passion of equality made vain the 
hope for freedom. -Acton

Learn about tyranny, dictatorship, and repression across history and culture to spread hope, peace, freedom, and 
awareness on human rights issues. -Regimes Museum

When authority presents itself in the guise of organization, it develops charms fascinating enough to convert 
communities of free people into totalitarian States. -The London Times

We should expect tyranny to result from democracy, the most savage subjection from an excess of liberty. -Plato

We were the first to assert that the more complicated the forms assumed by civilization, the more restricted the freedom 
of the individual must become. -Mussolini

What has always made the state a hell on earth has been precisely that man has tried to make it his heaven. - Hölderlin

All tyranny needs to gain a foothold is for people of good conscience to remain silent. -Burke


